§ 136-133.2. Issuance or denial of a selective vegetation removal permit.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section and G.S. 136-133.1(g), permits to
remove vegetation may be granted for outdoor advertising locations that have been permitted for
at least two years prior to the date of application. The Department shall approve or deny an
application submitted pursuant to this section, including the fee required by G.S. 136-18.7 and all
required documentation, within 30 days of the receipt of an application for a selective vegetation
removal permit. If written notice of approval or denial is not given to the applicant within the
30-day period, then the application shall be deemed approved. If the application is denied, the
Department shall advise the applicant, in writing, by registered or certified mail, return receipt
requested, addressed to the party to be noticed, and delivering to the addressee, the reasons for the
denial.

(b) Notwithstanding the two-year period required in subsection (a) of this section, permits
to remove vegetation may be granted for outdoor advertising locations where outdoor advertising
has been relocated pursuant to G.S. 136-131.5 and that otherwise comply with the requirements
of this section and rules adopted by the Department in accordance with this section.

(c) A new site for relocation shall not be denied by the Department of Transportation due
to the presence of vegetation obstructing the visibility of the outdoor advertising from the
viewing zone. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the owner or operator of the outdoor
advertising sign shall be permitted to improve the visibility of the sign by removing any
vegetation on private property upon receiving written consent of the landowner. (2011-397,s. 5;
2024-15,s. 17(b).)
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